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STEAMSHIP DEAL

Americans 10 Contool Ocgan
Freight Lines.

BIG FLEET COMBINE

American, Leyland, White Star and
Conard Companies In It

Plan for Joint Contrel Put Through by
Mr. J. P. Morgan—Representatives
of the Companies Now on Their Way
to This Country to Ratify the Deal
—Passenger TrafMo Not to Be Affeot-
ed by This Merger —Plan Means Cheap
Freight Rates for Steel Trust Products,

For the past several months stories have
been current in New York and London to
the effect that a merger of some of the
great British steam ship lines with the
American line would be effected soon by
Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan The Leyland line
was purchased by Mr. Morgan, but as often
a8 storles arose that the great Amosrican
financier was about to get control of lines
like the Cunard or the White Star, they
were authoritatively denied on both sides
of the ocean.

It may be now stated positively that
within a short time the announcement will
be made of the most important union of
ooean steamship lines ever before attempted
and completed. For the past few months
Mr. Morgan has been at work on this matter
and within the past few days the details
of the merger have been practically com-
pleted in his New York office.

This announcement is made on the au-
thority of a person in Wall Btreet who is
in & position to know what has been going
on. As those moet heavily interested in
the transaction are not ready to make
known to the publio what they have ac-
complished, the details cannot now be
given. This much, however, may be
stated: The Americans most intimately
concerned in the deal are Mr. Morgan,
¢ lement A. Griscom, President of the Inter-
vational Navigation Company, and his
associates in the management of
company; A. J. Cassatt, President of the
Pennsylvania Railroad; Henry H. Rogers
of the Standard Oll Company; James J.
Hill, John D. Rookefeller and William
Hockefeller, and others of the financiers
and railroad men who are interestad with
Mr. Morgan in the community-of-interest
group of railroads and in the United States
Steel Corporation.

The man who made the bare announce-
ment to TRE SUN was asked:

“Is this union to be of all the great steam-
ship lines with the American Line?*

‘I cannot and will not go into details,*
was the answer,

‘Buppose one were to guess that it was | !

for their power of attorney 1o pross their
| claims to the Chicago Lake front
| erty

to be a union of Anglo-Saxon lines as againss
the Germans, sq to speak?”

“That would be rwither a very bad nor
& very good guesa.” was the reply. “If it
be an Anglo-Saxon union then, maybe,
the Germans will want to come in after
a while. But might there not be & union
of all the Anglo-Saxon freight-carrying
ships, with the passsnger business to be
divided up as it Is now?*

From this remark and from what was
learned from other souroes the conclusion
was drawn that the sohetas involves a
unton of the Anwrican and Layland lines witl,

that |

I $31,000,
! narnes of the men in the syndicate, and

MEXICAN EARTHQUAKE KILLS 600

Church Falls Down on Wershippers In
Chllpancingo—State Capitol, Business
Houses and Many Dwellings Wrecked.

Ciry or MExico, Jan. 17.—A telegram
has reached this city announcing that the
city of Chilpancingo, in the Btate of Guer-
rero, Mexico, suffered severely from the
earthquake shock yesterday, and that 600
persons were killed.

The shook of the earthquake was felt in
many cities and towns of the republio.
Beyond a few oracks in buildings, no
damage was done in the City of Mexico.

Details from Chilpancingo are meagre,
but scatthring reports recelved here say
the town is in ruins. The State capitol,
the parish church and many business
houses and residences were demolished
and there is much suffering.

One of the edifices that suffered most was
the Federal telegraph office, which
accounts for the meagrenesa of the news
that has so far reached this city. The
telegraph employees, all of whom wore
uninjured, quickly proceeded to erect an
improvised telegraph office on the out-
skirts of the city,

The number of deaths was greater in
the parish church than in any single place,
as a orowd of worshippers who gathered
there for the afternoon service. The solid
masonry walls and roof came toppling
down on the worshippers and many persons
weore killed,

Troops have been ordered to co8peraet
in the work of rescue. Until this work is
completed it will be impossible accurately
to learn the number of victima,

This is one of the most destructive earth-
quakes that have ever oodurred in Mexico.
The greater part of the population of Chil-
pancingo are now camping out under tents
around the town, which is five days’ journey
from the national capital,

The State of Guerrero has always been
the focus of seismic disturbances. Thé
duration of the Chilpancingo shock was
fifty seconds.

Reports say that the earthquake was
also intense at Iguala, in the State of Guer-
rero, destroying the parish church and
many buildings in the city and neighbor-
hood. Among the latter was the sugar
mill of Gen. Frisbie, an American. The
mill had just been completed and fitted up
with American machinery at a cost of $200,-
000. The property loss is immense
throughout the State of Guerrero.

Chilpancingo is a town of 2,700 popula-
tion, situated 120 miles southwest of the
City of Mexico

MONEY FOR POTTAWATTOMIES.

Fach Member of the Tribe at Dowaglae,
Mich,, Gets 8100,

Niues, Mich., Jan. 17. - A check for $100
was paid to every man, woman and ohild
in the Pottawattomie tribe of Indians at
Dowagiac this afternocon. The Probate
Judge of Cass county interferred yester-
day and the question as to whether the
money should be paid to Indians under age.

o SR o A0 TS D nend

of money, imagined vesterday that the de-
lay meant that they were 10 be *turned
down” again but to-day the Judge with-
drew all objections and the money was
said to the Indlans by Attorney Robert

nes, represontig a syndicate of Chi-

o land dealers.

‘he amount pald to the Indians was
Baines refuses to divulge the

saye that he is supposed to be putting up
the money given to the Indians in return

prop-
However, it i asserted, the men
who are advancing the money are Potter
Palmer, Kobert T. Lincoln, John B. Far-
well and other Chicago millionalres who
wiwe interested in the property to which the
ludians lay claim

The Indians are carousing, socores of
Shem belng drunk

COOKING M UHOOL IN A KENNEL.
Frank J. Gould Gives | p & tolonin Cot-
wage 1o M Melen Gould

Wairs Praise, N Y, Jan 17 The

the froight lines of the Cunard and White | konnel of Bt Bernard dogs. valued at 860 0w

Star lnes, the united lines to be under the
management of the present managers of
the Amerioan Line

Buch & wnlon would clear the way for the
wansport of the Foropesan freigha o the
Paeyivania, New York Central, Baltimore
and Obdo and the other rallroads in whose
dusotion Mr Morgan outs o large Agure Ly
& line of stosmmors pra owped Ly
A e
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LIVELY BLAZE AT PLAZA HOTEL

HOTEL GUESTS SENT FLYING BY
FIRE ON SEVENTH STORY,

Chambermalds Win Glory as Flame Fights
ers, and Trouble Is Confined to Three
Roons—The Fireproof Character of
Bullding Prevents Serfous Happenings.,

Fire was discovered in a room on the
seventh floor of the Plaza Hotel, Fifth
avehue and Fifty-ninth street, yesterday
afternoon and gained such headway before
anything could be done to check it, that
had not the building been of fire-proof
construction there must have been a serious
time. As it was the flames were confined
to three rooms, which were all ablaze when
the firemen arrived. There were, of course,
many persons in the building, but the
guests kept cool. No one was hurt,

The fire started in the suite of rooms
numbered 200, 211 and 218 occupied by
Earnest Staples, a dealer in coal, who has
an office at 1 Broadway. This suite is on
the Fifty-ninth street side and faces the
inside of the building. A brother-in-law of
Mr. Staples, G. R. Allerton, has beon living
in the suite for the last few days since
Mrs. Staples was taken to. 8t. Luke's Hos-
pital to be operated upon for appendicitis.
Mr. Allerton, who is one of the survivors
of the Windsor Hotel fire, was in one of
the rooms of the suite yesterday afternoon
and was dressing after a bath when he
noticed that it was becoming strangely
warm. He thought nothing of it, however,
until, glancing up he saw flames leaping
through the transom. Opening the door
he found the adjoining room, which was
used by Mr. Staples as a dressing room,
blazing furiously. He rushed through the
flames without trying to save anything,
and ran down the hall to notify the hotel
people at the office of the fire. On his
way he ran into a chambermaid, Annie
Joyoce, knocking her down,

“There's a fire in Mr. Staples’s room.
Don't cause any excitement and I'll be back
in a minute,” he said, and dashed to the
elevator. Luckily, a car was passing the
floor, and Mr. Allerton was in the hotel
office in a jiffy.

There he found Supt. Budlong. The
clerks at the desk were aleo notified and an
alarm was turned in from a signal box
there. Budlong and Mr. Al'erton then
rushed back to the blaze,

When they reached the seventh floor a
dense black smoke was coming from the
private hallway of the Staples suite. Other

people who had rooms on that floor were |

running to the elevator and were ouicklv
carried out of danger; but the chamber-
maid, Annie Joyce, and another chamber-
maid Annie Dobson, who was also sta-
tloned on that floor, stood their grourd and
did their best 1o quiet the guests

The two chambermaids, Mr. Allerton,
Budlong and a houseman named John
Sheridan made a rush for the fire apparatus,
which was in a closet near the burning
rooms and prooeeded to get it into action
The smoke was stifling, but the girls worked
like Trojans and stretched the hose while
Mr. Allerton carried |ho' m;ulﬂ into the
burning r Although the water was
turned on 3:\'\{ the hose burst and be-
oAMe  Useless he girls wished to enter
the burning rooms to try to save things,

but Mr. Allerton would not allow it, and |

they all walted outside until the firemen
arrived. Then they assisted the depart-
went men to pull up the lines of hose on
the outside of the building

In the meantime there had been quite &
litue excitement in the hotel  Thore was
no smoke, exoopt in the upper floors, bt
the guests realized that the house was on
fire and they made for the ground floor as
quickly as possible Thoe elevators were
run up and down in & hurry and everybody
was taken oare of without any troubilde

Nome of the women guests beoanme very
excited, however, and did queer things
One of them entered the elevator oarrvir K
& bird cage containing & canary Nl
sovined greatly wrought up and evidently
had saved that which was most dear to Ler
While in the elevator, the bird began o
sing as though notlung Lad Lappened

"le Mng, don’t sing, the house s on
fire.” the woman said 1o the bird, but the
Hitle thing sang on and was stll singing
when she disappoarsd o the parbor |
await the outoome of the tie

A Mre Ligon, whe

wocupied room 30
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sved as she currmd four Jrug dogs down

i the sleveror with e Quile 4 1
of Lhe guests laft the hotel snd wont soros
the ot ! the Mavoy, bt t Ml ger
of them sayed i the offe and patbors of
the Visza

As socti ae Deputy Clidef Duane saw tha
fire he said tha! b oould oon t witl
The sppint ue »ig | wmal o fal] bl
Bt wiarn sid 1o sdiidbional aiin
st ot e e did aied 8 ¥ ’
M L $ily afis " ey ’ . | >
work that o war ot undter ooadt Wi
b 1l warw Wkl g lief
Shiashig the w ol !
te B o bk the e “ oli )

s le e W o |
' L IR ! sl . bl
bl e g~ ) N

The e ' b bt M
i dhgrbetady o lbaed il witl
Ldslhiiign W " e frmiia vl

I W wi bl M N ai
Ampben s " el i o bt .
M Ale " & e | s widida
Beoime ! ' I ' . e »e
Bnst  wanl ' ke - )

' b W - age
st d wals f

I . “ Biooame
) ) s . C -
IR ’ i
wy 1 . P

A . .

’ ‘ " )
} on )
— i
i » LU A
‘ - - -
" » §
' ’
i
»
’ i )
.
wiig “
4
#e
' .o
. * '
. b

" P a@ter i Fevinivion

»
‘ :
’
’
’
-
e " M
' . )
A > o f Vs w
PapRr Tiow " - ’ " - i -
o Jyed ae PRI TYORR e —) The &
et A ’ e mgh - LETT
w Bisliong e part 0 -

{

mtwy

NEW PRESIDENT OF WILLIAMS.

Rev, Dr. Henry Hopkins, Son of the Late
Mark Hopkins, Elected.

The trustees of Williams College, at a
meeting held at the Hotel Manhattan yester-
day, elected the Rev. Henry Hopkins, D. D,
of Kansas City, Mo., to be President of
Williams College, filling the vacancy made
by the resignation of Dr, Franklin Carter,
which took place last June. The choice
of Dr. Hopkina was unanimous.

Prof. John Haskell Hewitt, who has been
acting President of the college since the
resignation of Dr. Carter, will continue
to hold the office until the inauguration of
Dr. Hopkins, which will probably take place
at commencement next June, though no
definite arrangements for the inauguration
have yet been made.

Dr. Henry Hopkins is a son of the late
Mark Hopkins, who served as President
of Willilams from 1836 to 1872. He was born
at Williamstown in 1837 and was graduated
from Willlams College in the class of 1858,
after which he studied theology at the Union
Theological Seminary for two years and
entered the ministry in 1861, In the same
year he received a personal commission
from President Lincoln as army hospital
chaplain and served at Alexandria, Va.,
until 1864. He was instrumental in securing
legislation in Congress for national soldiers’
cometorios.

Dr. Hopkins was pastor of the Second
Congregational Church at Westfleld, Mass.,
from 1866 to 1880, when he resigned to be-
come pastor of the Fir¢t Congregational
Church of Kansas City, which pulpit he still
occupies.  He is chaplain of the Sons of the
Revolution of the State of Missouri, a cor-
porate member and Vice-President of the
American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions, a trustee of Drury Col-
lege, Missouri, and a member of the National
Association of Charities and Correction.
He has been a trustee of Williams College
for fifteen years and has always been in
close touch with the colloge

Al the meeting of trustees yesterday the
Rev. Robert Russell Booth, senior member
of the board, who has been a trustes for
thirty-six vears, presided. A minute to
the memory of Trustee Horace E. Soudder
of Cambridge, who died recently, was
adopted

W. H. Hollister of the class of '70 was
olected Secretary of the board

STRICKIN SPEECHLESS IN A CAR.

MiddliesAged Man Could Not Reply When
He Heard Demand for Fare.

Patrick Mc(Cue, a cabman, picked up a
fare on Fifth avenue, near Sixtieth streot,
late vesterday afternocn and was ordered
to drive to the Waldorf-Astoria. The fare
was middle aged and not very well dressed
He tried 1o get a room at the Waldorf, but
failed. Then he ordered
him to the Hotel Earlington in West Twenty -
seventh street. He couldn’t gt & room
at this hotel either, and the eabman thought
it was time he got his money

Me('ue demanded $1.50 for his pay and
his fare became  specchloss MoCue
couldn’t get the man to talk and beocoming
(rightened called Policeman Curran.  Cur-
ran comidn's getk the sleanger (o open his
mouth and took him to the Tenderloin
station. There Dr Lewis of the New York
Hospital tried all sorts of schemes to get
the stranger 1o speak  He couldn't get
him to say a word so concluded the man
must be insane or suffering from aphasia
He taook him to Bellevue

I'ie man had the business card of Dr
R S Morris of 152 East Sovent y-first st reet
in his pocket Dr Morris asked that the
bearer be admitted to St Vineent's Hos-

pital
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Neport That There ks Iriction Ohver
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FOOLED A SALOONKEEPER, BUT
FAILED WITH A BANK.

Scant Ceremony Used at the Fifth Avenue
With a Young Man In a Hurry for Cash
and a Pal Who Walted Nearby for
the Profits —Locked Up Protesting.

A elim young man with good clothes
and an Italian accent walked into the Fifth
Avenue Bank about 1 o'clock yesterday
afternoon and presented to the paying
teller a check which he asked to have cer-
tified. The check was for $360. The sig-
nature purported to be that of Frederick
Haas, a customer of the bank.

The paying teller looked at the signature
for a moment and then touched a button
which made a little bell at the front door
ring twice sharply. The clerks all looked
over their shoulders cautiously and made
ready to jump. Up from his seat in the
front window of the bank, outside the
counter, sprang Theodore Hetzler the con-
fidential clerk of the President. He stepped
behind the young man at the paying tell-
er's window.

“Hurry up,” eaid the young man to the
paying teller, *I can't wait."

“Maybe you'll have to wait,” said the
teller, and nodded to Mr. Hetzler. The
young man found himeelf whirled around
and propelled into a corner, where he was
allowed to sit in the President's chair and
get his breath. When he got it, he said
that he would have to go, because he was
in a great hurry

Meantime another clerk had brought in
Special Policeman Thateher, who is hired
to stand outside the bank and look impose
ing when the carriages come up with the
many women patrons who have made
the bank known as “the Ladies’ Bank.®
He also has other uses, Thatcher picked
the young man with the Italian accent
up by the slack of his trousers and the
scruff of his neck and carried him down
cellar, where he was allowed to cool off
while Private Detective Fuller was sent for,

Mr. Fuller and his men had been in-
vestigating for three days the forging of
another check for $400, to which Mr. Haas's
name had been vigned. It had been passed
on Morris M. Tiscliler, a dealer in liquors at
2018 bSecond avenue, by a man \\Lu had
presented a card which seemed to show
that he was J. Herbert, a plumber of 1839
Third avenue. On Mr l‘Luilv-r'a arrival
he sent for Mr. Tischler, who at onoe iden-
tified the slim young man as J. Herbert

The young man said, however, that his
name was Joe Setimo and that the name
Herbert was assumed by him to fit the card
This bad been given to him Ly one Roderick,
who had introduced him to  Tiwhler
Netimo =aid that Mr. Roderick had given
him 856 to use the pame Herbert for the
purposs of cashing the four<hundred-dollar
check Mr. Roderick had also sent him
into the bank to attend 1o the certification
of the $350 check and was even then out-
side, waiting

“You go outside,™ said M
Tischler, who is a sma
and to Mr. Haas, who had also been sum-
moned. “See if you can find this man
Roderick anyvwhere
him in if you have to bLireak Lis neck.”

Fuller to Mr
1

I, NEervous man,

About fifteen minutes later a small
nervous mAan leaped on the back of a natty
Portuguese dandy who was looking into a
show window in Forty-second strect near
Sixth avenuae, and yelling, “l  got himl
God be thankful! T got him. Hoorav'*

began vanking him down the street toward

the bank A policeman tried 1o separate
the two men, who seemed to him to e in
Y] linary stroet fight

“You oughter be ashamed of voursaelf *
houted Mr Tischler, *you, a policeman,
ter take siddes with a thier!
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JERSEY MOSQUITO DEFENDED.
Bite of Singing Kind Cures Rheumatism,
Say Opponents of New Plot Against It.

TrENTON, N. J, Jan. 17.—Prof. T. B.
Smith, the State entomologist, said to-day
that he would ask the Legislature next
week to pass a bill appropriating $10,000
for the investigation and extermination
of the New Jersey mosquito.

The mewbers from Sussex, Hunterdon,
Warren and Morris counties, it is expected,
will fight the proposed legislation on the
ground that the real singing species of
mosquito is beneficial to rheumatic na-
tives. Ex-Assemblyman Righter of Mor-
ris, who fought valiantly all efforts to
legislate against the New Jersey mosquito
a few years ago, declared that the bite
of the mosquito had proved a sure cure
for rheumatism. Prof Smith says scien-
tists are hazy on the question of whether
the mosquito is wholly injurious to man-
kind or partly beneficial

CROKER TO SAIL ON FEB. 6.

That Is the Ex-Doss's Plan of
at the Present Time,
Richard Croker will sail for
'Feh. 8, according to plans of which he
has told his friends something. Mr.
Croker's plans are always subject to re-
arrangement, but this is the date he has
set in recent conversations.

Procedure

home on

RISHOP IN CONTEMPT?

The Right Rev, P. J. Donahoe Summoned
(o Answer In Court.
CUMBERLAND, Md., Jan. 17.- The Circuit
Court of Barbcur county, W, Va., has sumn-
moned the Rt. Rev. P. J. Donahoe, Bishop
of Wheeling, to show cause why he should
not be fined or sent to jail for contempt

| Bishop Donahoe and William T. White
are executors of the estate of John Zotz

of Terra Alta, who willed one-half of his
estate to the Terra Alta Catholic Church,

friends. Frank H. Zotz, a 1 ephew, con-
tended that the part of the will ;|zi\'in
the money to the church wasn illegal, anc
the court held his contention good.
Bishop Dohahoe refuses to  codperate
in paying back half the monev, the prop-
erty having been sold to Frank Zotz. Hence
the rule for contempt

!l'jl"l'. PERRY MAY BE RI'BUKED.
| ettt
A Speeeh He Is Alleged 1o Have Made In
[ (hille OfMends Argentine,
l Wasuinaton, dJan, 17.—Capt
Perry of the battleship lowa made a speech
recently at a banquet in Valparaiso, (hile,
in which it is alleged Le said that if there
was a war between Chile and any other
South  American country, Chile  would
be vietorious I'his specch, according o
report, gave great offence in Buenos Ayres,
A 1L wWas made at a4 Gme whoen there was
danger of war between ('hi
tine Republio,  Secretary Long has wrinten
a letter to Capt. Perry, calling his attention
to these reporis, and asking him for an
explanation. Should Capt, Perry acknow i-
edge that he made the remarks alleged he
will probably be rebuked

Thomas

| BOUND TO BEAT BOB AND ALF.

: Twin Sisters of the Famous Taylor Brothers

| to Take (o the Platform,
NasuvitrLe, Tenn, Jan 17 Mia. E D

Johe of E izalwlton and Mrs Rhoda Reeves
of Johnuson City, twin daughters of the
late Nathanw! G Tavior and sisters of
Ex-(boy B and the Hon Al Tayior
have led 1o enter the lecturs fleld
For sever the they have had 1)
malter icke corsiderntion and have
Iaxt decided that they can easily outrs
Bobh avd A entert rs The

led for their frst apg» ance at Mi
Caullogs L ! iy Lol wewk

B \ nd B oW nm the
as Jecturmrs, n B Inoney Bob Tas
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OFTEN,

I8 TIMES LAST YEAR CENTRAL'S
TUNNEL REPORTS SHOW.
Engineers Protested They Couldn't See
the Lights Complained of Useless
Torpedoes, Too -One Man Relegated
to a Freight Hanler; Others Cantloned
~—But the Rest Engineers Broke the
Rule —One Says He Left His Cab and
Stepped on a Lamp He Couldn't Ses
~~Another Reported a Green LIght as
Looking White In  Smoke — The
Coroner Rules Wisker's Counsel Out,

RED SIGNALS PASSED OFTI

Joseph H. Franklin, track superintendent
of the New York Central Railroad from
Mott Haven to Forty-sccond street, was
again the most important witness yesters
day before the Coroner's jury, which is
inquiring into the Park avenue tunnel
disaster of Jan. 8. Mr. Franklin brought
with him and certified to the accuracy of,
eighteen reports of engineers for 1001, in
which the shortcomings of these sngineers
in the matter of obeving signals in tha
Park avenue tunnel were inte at
length. The reports t corfirm
the testimony of Mr. Frar:lin on Thureday,
that engineers had repeatedly eompinined
to him that they wore unable t4 ser e
signal lighta in the tunuel on dark and
fogry days

Next in interest to the testimony of Mr,
Franklin came that traitmen
and experts of the New York Central. One
expert sald bholdly that he rogarded the
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| sending of a man through the tunne! with
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had ne
previous training as a enwi-
neer, as negligence. It did not come out
in the testimony that Wisker had not Jad
the instruction and advice of an old hend
before being put in charge of the Haviin
train which caused the disaste;

week, but District Attorney Jeror

him privately if he had had the ber ot o1 a
pilot's advice before being put Gl o
of a train, and he is =aid to have 1}
that he had not,

The testimony of other witnesses who
wore in the tannel just after the accident
raised an interesting point just before the
close of proceodings for the day, which
will undoubtedly be gone into further on
Monday, when the inquest will be resumed,
It was that Brakeman Barnum of the New
Haven train, in running back from his
train to signal an approaching train on
the same track, may bave obscured the red
Filtv-ninth which told
Wisker that was danger
block alead. It that

pagsen ey

sighal at street,
Luginoeer

on th

there
was showr

he must have boen within a fow feet of that
signal, which ix ou the ground, when Wis-
Wl s tran went dashing by

TUNNEL RAILS AVE GHREARY AT TIMES.
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